Devin Montero

ATeH 2-E

From: Mayors Against lllegal Guns [info@mayorsagainstillegalguns.org]
Sent: Monday, December 07, 2009 2:00 PM

To: Steve Lampi

Cc: Steve Lampi; wswenson@gcityhall.nyc.gov

Subject: FW: Fort Hood Shootings Background and Conference Call
Attachments: Newsweek_11_9 09.pdf; ABC_News_11_12_08.pdf; MAIG Letter to

Congress Opposing Tiahrt Amendments.pdf; MAIG Letter to Congress to
Close Terror Gap.pdf; A _Blueprint_for_Federal_Action_on_lllegal_Guns

(sm).pdf

Mayor Lampi,

Here is the first of 5 recent emails sent out to the coalition that I'll forward you today.

I've added your Bridgeman's address to our database, so you should be receiving all future
coalition emails there, along with your city of Brooklyn Park address. I'm copying that address
here. It has been in our database, so if it's correct, the emails should have been coming through.

Please let me know if we have it wrong and I'll correct it. Again, my apologies for the
communications breakdown here. Hopefully this will take care of it.

Please feel free to contact me if you ever have any questions, concerns or suggestions. My

contact info is below, and T've cc'ed myself.

I'li forward the other emails to you in just a moment.
Thanks for taking the time to talk with me today,
will

William Swenson

Senior Advisor to the Criminal Justice Coordinator
New York City Mayor's Office

Tel: 212-788-7434

Fax; 212-788-6815
www.mayorsagainstitleqalguns.org

From: Mayors Against Illegal Guns

Sent: Fri 11/13/2009 11:09 AM

To: Mayors Against Illegal Guns

Subject: Fort Hood Shootings Background and Conference Call

Dear coalition members and staff,



In the wake of last week’s mass shooting at Fort Hood which left 13 people dead and 30
wounded, a number of mayors have been asking for facts about the case and how it may relate to
Mayors Against Illegal Guns’ agenda.

The facts about this tragic incident are still coming out, but in recent days there has been press
attention about the failure of the federal government to share critical information that could have
prevented the tragedy. Although circumstances surrounding the Fort Hood case are still under
investigation, several facts are clear;

1. Major Nidal Malik Hasan, the alleged shooter, was able to pass a background check and
purchase a gun, even though he may have been a terrorist suspect.
2. FBI was only allowed to maintain records of the background check performed on Mr.
Hasan for 24 hours.
3. FBI counterterrorism officials were not aware that Major Hasan had purchased a gun.
Attached are Newsweek and ABC News articles that highlight these issues.

As you may know, Mayors Against Illegal Guns has advocated for federal policies to address
some of the circumstances related to the Fort Hood shooting. The coalition has vigorously
supported repealing the Tiahrt Amendments, which — among it restrictions prevent the FBI from
maintaining purchaser background check records for more than 24 hours. In this case, new
reports suggest that that the Tiahrt restrictions prevented FBI counterterrorism officials from
learning that Major Hasan recently purchased a gun.

The coalition has also pushed for passage of legislation to close the Terror Gap, which would
give the FBI the ability to block gun sales to suspected terrorists. The GAO reported that there
have been 865 occasions in the last 5 years where terror suspects have successfully purchases
guns and explosives from licensed dealers.

The Ft. Hood shooting also points to the general problems of information-sharing among federal
law enforcement and between federal law enforcement and state and local police. In August
2009, Mayors Against Illegal Guns recommended 40 actions that the federal government could
take to better enforce the laws on the books, including developing better protocols for sharing
gun background-check and crime gun trace data.

For your reference, attached are: :

o The coalition’s letter in opposition to the Tiahrt Amendments.

» The coalition’s letter in support of legislation to close the Terror Gap.

s And the coalition’s “Blueprint for Federal Action” with the 40 recommendations to the

Obama administration.

In order to brief coalition members and staff further and share ideas on how the coalition might
highlight some of these measures, we would like to invite coahtlon members and staff to
participate in a conference call on Monday, November 16™ at 3pm (EST) to brief mayors about
the Fort Hood shooting and to discuss the relationship between this incident and the coalition’s
federal agenda. To receive instructions on how to participate in the call, please email:
ddariotis@cityhall.nyc.gov.




As always, if you have any questions or ideas about this or any other coalition matter, please do
not hesitate to call us.

Once again, thank you for your continued commitment.

--Staff of the coalition co-chairs.



FBI Counter-Terror Officials Were Never Told
About Hasan's Gun Purchase

Michael Isikoff
Monday, November 09, 2009

Senior federal investigators confirmed Tuesday night that since last December, the FBI
monitored from 10 to 20 “communications” between suspected Fort Hood shooter Nidal
Malik Hasan and an overseas terror suspect known for preaching violence and expressing
sympathy for Al Qaeda.

But although an FBI-led task force undertook an “assessment” of the Army psychiatrist
as a result of those contacts, counter-terror officials concluded earlier this year that
Hasan’s communications with the terror suspect were “protected” by “free speech” and
did not warrant opening up a criminal investigation of him, the investigators said.

Still, counterterror officials were never told about one key piece of investigative
information: that Hasan had purchased a high-powered semiautomatic pistol on Aug. 1,
just weeks after he was transferred by the Army to Fort Hood. Such gun purchases
automatically trigger a federally mandated background check.

Absent the federally collected data that Hasan was arming himself with a Belgian-made
FN Herstal 5.7 pistol—a weapon that gun-control groups have portrayed as a “cop
killer”—the bureau’s counterterrorism officials found there was insufficient grounds to
raise additional concerns about Hassan within the government.

“From an investigative standpoint, there’s all kind of information we’d like to know,” .
said one senior U.S. government investigator when asked whether the federally collected
gun data about Hasan’s weapons purchase might have influenced the bureau’s handling
of his case.

The disclosure about the failure to share the data about Hasan’s purchase of the gun {one
of two weapons he later used to kill 13 people last Thursday) is sure to be one of a host of
issues that are likely to provoke public debate—and internal government reviews.

In a background briefing for reporters Tucsday night, investigators confirmed that FBI
Director Bob Mueller had ordered a “red team,” set up to independently review the case,
to assess how investigative information about Hasan was handled by the FBI and why
more of it wasn’t shared and evaluated throughout the government.



The interest in Hasan’s prior communications have been heightened because of the
reported identity of the man with whom he was in contact: Anwar al-Awlaki, an
American born radical imam now living in Yemen. According to the 9/11 Commission,
Awlaki had meetings with two of the 9/11 hijackers and served as imam at two
mosques—one in San Diego and another in Falls Church, Virginia—where three of them
worshiped. Just this week, he posted an inflammatory sermon on his Web site praising
Hasan as a “hero” for killing American soldiers.

At the briefing for reporters, three senior investigators (all of whom declined to be
identified by name because of the ongoing probe) refused to confirm that Awlaki was the
terror suspect with whom Hasan was in contact. (They and other federal officials also did
nothing to dispute published reports by The New York Times and others that Awlaki was
indeed the person in question.)

But they attempted to defend the FBI’s handling of the case in the face of mounting
questions. They said the communications between Hasan and the terror suspect —
believed to be e-mails—appeared to be related to a research paper or master’s thesis that
the Army doctor was writing. They said there was nothing that leaped out to investigators
as suggesting that he was about to mount any attack. “There was no smoking gun,” one of
the investigators said. Absent any “predicate” that Hasan was planning to commit a
terrorist act, the bureau—under its own guidelines—is barred from opening up even a
preliminary investigation.

As to Hasan’s weapons purchase, the investigators stressed that under existing federal
law, there are tight restrictions imposed by Congress about sharing any such information
even within the FBI. The FBI is required to assist states in conducting a background
check of any gun purchaser to determine if they fall into any of a number of prohibited
categories—including whether they have been convicted of a crime or have a history of
mental illness. Hasan, who purchased the $1,100 pistol under his own name, was
approved for the purchase he made at the Guns Galore gunshop in Killeen, Texas.

But after the check is conducted, and an individual is cleared to buy his gun, the FBI
cannot retain the data or share any information about the gun purchase—even with other
bureau officials charged with preventing terror attacks.

The FBI has chafed under these restrictions in the past but has failed to have them eased
due to fierce resistance from the gun lobby and its supporters in Congress (as well as, in
the past, in the Bush administration.)

Whether the Hasan case prompts another look at those restrictions—by the Democratic
controlled Congress or the Obama Justice Department—is one question sure to be asked
in the wecks ahead.

hitp://blog.newsweek comyblogs/declassified/archive/2009/11/09/1bi-counter-terror-
officials-were-never-told-about-hasan-s-gun-purchase.aspx
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